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Students

SUBJECT: VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION

Overview

Virtual instruction has been part of the educational landscape in New York schools for decades.

Under New York State regulations, virtual instruction is not the same as remote instruction. Virtual
instruction is an intentional learning course or program conducted through digital means while remote
instruction is instruction that occurs due to limitations on access to a brick-and-mortar classroom.

The District is not required to offer virtual instruction and/or blended instruction but may do so in
certain circumstances.

Definitions

For purposes of this policy, the following definitions apply:

a)

b)

d)

"Asynchronous instruction™ means instruction where students engage in learning without the
direct presence (remote or in-person) of a teacher.

"Blended instruction™ means instruction provided by a teacher, as prescribed in regulation,
that is designed for delivery part of the time as synchronous instruction in an in-person
learning environment, and part of the time as synchronous, or synchronous and
asynchronous, instruction in a virtual learning environment where there is regular and
substantive interaction between the student and teacher.

"Remote instruction” means instruction provided by an appropriately certified teacher who
is not in the same in-person physical location as the student(s) receiving the instruction,
where there is regular and substantive daily interaction between the student and teacher.

1.  Remote instruction will encompass synchronous instruction provided through digital
video-based technology and may also include asynchronous instruction intended to
complement synchronous instruction. Digital video-based technology includes online
technology and videoconferencing technology.

2. Remote instruction may encompass non-digital and audio-based asynchronous and/or
synchronous instruction where this instruction is more appropriate for a student's
educational needs.

"Synchronous instruction™ means instruction where students engage in learning in the direct
presence (remote or in-person) of a teacher in real time.

"Virtual instruction™ means synchronous, or synchronous and asynchronous, instruction
provided by a teacher that is designed for delivery in a virtual learning environment where
there is regular and substantive interaction between the student and teacher.
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f)  "Virtual learning environment” means an instructional and learning environment facilitated
through digital video-based technology and/or a combination of an online learning
management system and video-conferencing technology, where teacher-to-student, student-
to-student, and/or student-to-content interactions occur solely through digital, internet-
connected technology.

Virtual Instruction and Blended Instruction

If offered by the District, a student, with permission from their parents and/or persons in parental
relation as applicable, may choose to receive virtual instruction and/or blended instruction, subject to
certain conditions.

Before enrolling a student in virtual instruction and/or blended instruction, the District will ensure
that the student has access to the digital, internet-connected technology and internet access necessary to
receive and participate in virtual instruction.

When offered by the District, the District will ensure that virtual instruction and blended
instruction:

a)  Align with applicable New York State Learning Standards;

b)  Are provided in accordance with enrolled students' individualized education programs to
ensure the continued provision of a free appropriate public education;

d)  Provide for documentation of student mastery of the learning outcomes;
e)  Are provided in a manner consistent with the defined terms in this policy;
f)  Satisfy the unit of study and unit requirements in regulation; and

g) Are provided by an appropriately certified teacher from the District, from a BOCES that the
District has contracted with to provide instruction in the subject area, or from a district who
provides instruction in the subject area under a shared service agreement.

A student with a disability who is receiving virtual instruction and/or blended instruction must
continue to receive educational services to enable the student to receive a free appropriate public
education.

8 NYCRR Sections 100.1, 100.2(u), and 100.5
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